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DI RECTORGS WELCOME

Dear Parents and Students,

WELCOME to the Grant County Band Prograin great gperience for your child, as well as
yourselves. | am very happy to have your child involved with the various ensembles at Grant Cg
High School.

YOU PLAY A VERY IMPORTANT PART in the enjoyment, success, and positive experience o
your son or daughtemd the success of the band program. Therderevtays that you can help:

1. ENCOURAGE your child at home. There are many new skills to develop, and these take
patience, home practice, and most of all, persistence. Every student can learn thelsetskid
length of time it takes varies greatly from person to pergdease be positive in your criticism
and praise your musician often.

2. ATTEND PERFORMANCES - as many as you possibly can. Your presence in the audie
really important to each drevery chid (no matter what they may 9ay Besides, we need a
spirited Grant County crowd every time we perform! The sense of pride in reaching for ya
and the audience response is what makes all the hard work worthwhile.

3. PRIVATE LESSONSI if it is financially/logisticallypossible for you to provide weekly privg
lessons for your child, this can be the greatest tool of maximizing their musical potential.
Lessons are not just for those that struggle they are also to push those wheatezdallengg
so that they may reach even greater levels of success on their instrument.

The GCHS Band Program can only continue its success with the tremendous volunteer support
Band Boosters. The hard work and dedication of the Band Booateexcount for 80% of the fundin
for the Grant County High School Band Program. If you can help a little or a lot, it is greatly app
by the director and the students. You will also have the added satisfaction that you helped to m3
performances happen. With very few exceptions, the Grant County Band Boosters meet the thirg
Tuesday of every month.in the GCHS Band Rodhyou have any questions or concerns, please cz
me!

Sincerely,

DuWayne C. Dale, Director of Bands and Orchestra
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ATTENDANCE POLICY

Parents and students should be aware of the Grant County High School Band Attendance Policy
ensembles at GCHS gperforming groups that requiréboth in-class and outof-class time
Performances constitute the practical aggian of all we do daily in class.

The student musicians learn new musical skills and concepts indaxeaynd are graded on daily
attendance, participation, playing tegigjects,and other class assignments. We generally seek
numerougublic perfornances to demonstrate what we have learned, vgloictetimesiecessitates
extension of the class beyond the regular sctaypl

Attendance is required at all after school performances and practices as well as some service
oriented events The director regires3 weeks advance request for an excused absenétequests
need to be in writing and signed by the parent. Reasons for granting an excused absence are t
ones the school has for school attendance (explained in detail in yoaimstudd s GE&€WHS St
Handbook)Most ot her excused absences are serio
notice. The following emergency absences should be reported as early as possible in order to &
the group to prepare solos, etc.: serious ilinéssualent or immediate family member, death of
immediate family member, or emergency medical or dental treatment. If an emergency absence
allow for prior written notice to the director, please make every effort to call the director at schoo
soon as possiblend therfollow up with a written note to the director the first school day following
emergency absencé&ny unexcused absence to a performance will result in loss of awards for the
year as well as a lower grade.

Pursuant to board policies, no student can be picked ufrom an away eventunless it is by their
parent/guardian (example: We go td\NKU to perform i a student cannot be picked up fronNKU
unless it is by his/her parent or legal guardian) Band Students will not be releasgto other
relatives and friends. To participate in away events students must be transported to the event b,
school transportation (for specific scenarios, contact Mr. Dale).
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GRADING POLICY

Daily Participation Grades fo daily participatbn are judge@ccording to a variety of factors:

Behaviori students are expected to maintain behaviors that are not a himdioathe learning
environment.Courteous, respectful behavior on a consistent basis will result in full
in this area

Preparednesik students are expected to prepare well the music and assignments given to them. §

who prepare well will receive full credit.

Class Assignments Practice logs and other assignments may be given. These are expected to be turn
when due. Students who follow the instructions of the assignmentsagidgorepare
them well will receive full credit.

Applied Musicianship/Research Project&rades based on successful completion of the follogyiog may mix and match
from the categries)

Category A FIVE choices from the following list:

Prepare and perform a solo or ensemble at KMEA Solo and EnsEastleal and receive a Distinguished Rating

Qualify for and perform a solo or ensemble at KMEA Stateel Solo and Ensemble Festivand receive a | or Il

Prepare for and audition for Atate Bandmust receive approval to audition from Mr. Dale)

Prepare for and participate in a college or university honor band clinic

Prepare for and audition for the Northern Kentucky Select Band

Show proof of weekly private lessons for a periogefermonths

Prepare for and audition for a college music scholarship (seniors)

Audition for a Drum and Bugle Corp (age 15 and up)

Be elected to the office of Music Librarian and complete a diregtprosed service project

Attend every scheduled pep band game (see the band calendar for dates)

Participate in and have perfect attendance to the Jazz Band

If a student commits/signs up to any event listed in Category A and fails to follow through, they with$eall applied
musicianship credits for the year be banned from signing up for future Category A events for the rest of the school
year, and will have to complete this component from Category B. Examples of failing to follow through are many:
signing up for an event(s) at Solo and Ensemble Festival and backing out after the registration has already been
turned in, not showing up for a solo or ensemble on the day of the event, signing up for a select band osstdte
audition and not attending the audifon, being selected for alistate or select band and not showing up for the event,
applying for and being selected for a college/university honor band clinic and not attending, committing to Pit
Orchestra and later dropping out. These offenses cause ldgial problems for the directors and often cause logistical
problems for other band programs, associations, and colleges/universities. This can lead to a bad reputation for the
County Band Program and could hurt the chances of future Grant CourdysBalents being selected for these events:
is unacceptable.

OR
Category Bi CompleteFIVE researckbased, music related papers on subjects to be announced. Format for
will be 6 doublespaced pages typed on Microsoft Word (or compatible)sabditted via CD, Disk, or portable
hard drive. Students may mix and match from both category A and B to receive a total of five credits

Performance Grades for performances will be broken down by the following criteria:

50%  Attendanceé Be there oriime and ready to go

30%  Concert Uniforni Black from top to bottom (solid black shirt/top, pants/dress, socks, and shoes). Clothes
tidy. Shirts must be tucked ibresses must conform to school dress policy, but full length is preferred.

20%  Behaviori the ability to follow rules and directions given by directors, follow all classroom and school rules
performances. The participation portion of the grade will be lowered if a student is disruptive, unprepared,
participating.

pdit

ident:

1 in

Srant

ach

5t be

Al
hot




GENERAL BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS

SHOW RESPECT BE PREPARED BE ON TIME

All Grant County High School rules and regulations are in effect at all band rehearsals, performa
and trips.

SHOW RESPECT: Respect yourself. Respect others. Respect the bahtiggcequipment, and
uniforms. Good behavior, selfdiscipline, and positive attitude are expected of all GCHS Band
members. Uniform, instrument, flag, music, pencil, and other equipment must be cared for, put §
properly and brought to rehearsals gedformances as requestddniforms must be worn properly, a
members must conform to hair and jewelry requebtse Grant County High School Dress Code will
followed at all Band events.

BE PREPARED: Bandstudents are responsible for doing theittb@srking on their individual skills,
and practicing. All equipment must be brought to rehearsals as requested.

BE ON TIME : Students should arrive at the building 15 minutes before rehearsal is scheduled t
in order to get equipment, get to thehtigpcation, and be ready to start on time. See Attendance P

CLASSROOM RULES

CLASS RULES are in effect anytime/anywhere an ensemble is being instructed:
Foll ow your teachersoé directions
Come to class prepared to participate
Be courteas, considerate and respectful of your teachers and classmates
Keep hands & feet to yourself
Use appropriate language
Il f it doesndét belong to you, dondt t oud
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CONSEQUENCESare meant to make an impression upon you so you remember yoursibgippto
follow rules from then on. These methods all accompany a lowered participation grade and are
depending on the severity and frequency of the offense:

Verbal warning

Student conference

Phone call home

Parent conference

Referral
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Students of the Grant County High School Band are extremely lucky to have such a high quality
room, storage facility, and auditorium in which to rehearse, store instruments and perferane &so
extremely lucky to have many high quality pieces of equipment to use (drums, tuners, stands, et
therefoe of the utmost importance that we endeavor to maintain the quality condition of these fag
and this equipment by adheringtbt@ following guidelines:

1.

Failure to follow any of these guidelines will resuldisciplinary action being taken.

GUIDE TO APPROPRIATE ROOM AND EQUIPMENT USAGE

Food, drink, candy, and gum a&¥&VER allowed in any part of the band room, storage
rooms, or auditorium. Water bottles are allowed according to school policy, but this privil¢
will be revoked if bottles and other tragte found repeatedly left on the floor or in lockers.

Students are never to touch equipment that they have no business using (i.e. trombone p|
touching drum equipment, a trumpet player twirling a flag or rifle, or anyone but Mr. Dale
touching thduner).

The lockers in the back room are for instrument storage only! School textbooks, coats, a
items are not allowed in these lockers. Instruments must be stored in their cases and the
must be locked when class is not in session.

The band room and surrounding facilities are not a playground, changing room, or gather
place. If you have business in these rooms, go in, get what you need, and get out.

Mr. Dale, Mrs. Owenr their substitutes are the only individuals petenitto write on the dry
erase board.
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PERFORMING ENSEMBLES

GCHS Symphonic Band

Refinement and application of all musical abilities and skillés ensemblgerforns at multiple times

throughout the year and participsibte KMEA regional and state emts. Students in this ensemble m
also have the unique experience of performing in a Symphonic Orchestra setting when we add t
String Orchstra to our ensemblélhis is an auditioronly group. Auditions occur in the spring of ea
year for the following year.

GCHSConcert Band

To better meet the musical needsabfstudents, the Concert Band exists to proym@ngermmusicians g
chance tdhrive by reinforcing fundamentals and performing music that is challenging, but not
frustrating or overwhelming. The expectations of this group are no less demanding than any oth
ensemble at GCHS. Excellence is the goal.

GCHS Marching Band

This voluntary performing ensembtgerates during the fall quarter and performs at multiple area
competitions and at all home football gamesisTittimate combination of visual and aural performa
is encouraged for all band members grad&2.8 Signups takeplace in the spring and the season ruf
from July until the first week of November. Ask Mr. Dale for specific commitmeviesmbers have
performance expectations to be met at various deadlmesic memorized, flag routines, marching
skills, drill formation positions, etc. Members atbso subject to KHSAA eligibility requirements
(grades must be kept upptudents not meeting these requirements will be penalized by not being|
allowed to perform until eligibility has been met. For specific detailard¥g eligibility, consult your
GCHS student handbook.

GCHS Pep Band

All band members are required to perform at 6regular-seasorbasketball games with this
ensemble. All members are required to perform in the event of posteason/tournament play.
Music performed can range from spirit songs, to fight songs and rock and roll favorites. There is
required uniform that can be ordered during the school year.

GCHS Color/Winter Guard

Artistic visual representation of sound and sorsgudents involved itheseactivitiesare crucial to the
success of the GCHS Marching Band and during Winter Guard, they compete and perform a she
created especially for them. Ask Mr. Dale for details.

GCHS Jazz Band

This voluntary extracurricular ensemble is new for 20089. Interested students will meet one day
weekly after school beginning in November and running through the Spring Semester. Participa
students will be exposed to a varied repertoire of blues, swing, big band, funk, and fusion (to nai
few) and péect attendance to rehearsals is not optional. Multiple performances for this ensemb
be sought and scheduled as they become available.
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A WORD ABOUT PRIVATE LESSONS

Private lessons are invaluable for individual musical improvement. Evennstadematter what their
current ability level, can benefit from private lessons by a qualified professional who specializes
particular instrumentMr. Dale took private lessons frorfl' §rade all the way through collegeJhose

students whose dities are challenged by school music get the extra individual attention that they
Advanced students continue to be challenged through private lessons. All students gain from in
motivation as well as the individual attention. Whatbeternyw t o bui |l d your m
and givethemthd@te x t r a e d g e ? @once8 Bandire strdangly encauraged ® enroll in a
private lesson prograto help them grow to meet the challenges of the GCHS Symphonic Béad

are proud to &ve an outstanding group of private lesson instructors that come to Grant County to
our students. We are currently working to complete our private lesson instrumentation. Contact
guality instructors to set up your private lessons:

Wallis Williams
Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, Oboe
walliswilliams@gmail.com
Phone: 703.581.4758

Jeffery Bayerle
Saxophone
Jeffrey.bayerle @fayette.kyschoais

Bryan Crisp
Trumpet
Bcrisp02@hotmail.com
Phone: 859.322.4811

Duane Gutzwiller %
Low Brass (Trombone, Baritone andida) [

Phone: 513.509.1009

JoAnn Owens (MS band director)

French horn (not during treummer but for the school year only) C‘/
joann.owens@grant.kyschools.us éD/

Phone: 859.462.0467
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